Mr. Harry N. Minturn
September 1, 1927 - March 8, 2018

Harry N. Minturn, 90 of California, MO passed away Thursday, March 8, 2018 at Moniteau
Care Center in California. He was born September 1, 1927 in Leavenworth , KS the son of
Thomas and Gladys (Weaver) Minturn.
In 1945, Harry graduated from Eldon High School. He enlisted in the United States Navy
and was discharged 1946. While in the Navy, Harry witnessed Operation Crossroads
(testing of the nuclear bomb) on Bikini Atoll. On June 13, 1948, Harry was married in the
Eldon First Baptist Church to Patti Jo Kays who preceded him in death on October 23,
2013. Along with Patti, he owned and operated Family Shoe Store in California for more
than 50 years. Harry and Patti had other stores in Boonville, Fayette, Eldon and Osage
Beach. Harry was a member of several civic organizations and was a tremendous
supporter of his community. Currently Harry was active in the Kiwanis Club where he was
a charter member since 1949. He was an active member of the First Christian Church in
California, former California R-1 School Board member, involved with California Progress
Inc., California Chamber of Commerce and California Country Club. Harry was an avid
golfer and California Pinto fan, enjoyed watching MU basketball and football games, and
in his youth played basketball at Eldon High School. He also enjoyed landscaping and
working in his yard.
Harry is survived by his son, Jim Minturn and wife Penny of Omaha, NE; 2 daughters, Jo
Ann “Jody” Blevins of Smithville, TN and Linda Washburn and husband Bill of Lake Ozark,
MO; a sister, Joan McKinley of Lee’s Summit, MO; 9 grandchildren and11 greatgrandchildren.
He was also preceded in death by his brother, Jess Warren (Shorty) Minturn and a son-inlaw, Melvin L. Blevins.
Friends may call Sunday, March 11, 2018 from 2:00-3:00 PM at Windmill Ridge Funeral
Service with memorial services following at 3:00 PM. The Rev. Alan Bailey will officiate.
Memorials are suggested to American Cancer Society, Alzheimer’s Association, First
Christian Church-Disciples of Christ of California, MO or American Heart Association.
Online messages to the family may be contributed at http://www.windmillridgefuneralservic
e.com.

Events
MAR
11

Visitation

02:00PM - 03:00PM

Windmill Ridge Funeral Service
600 Pinto Lane PO Box 443, California, MO, US, 65018

MAR
11

Memorial Service

03:00PM - 03:45PM

Windmill Ridge Funeral Service
600 Pinto Lane PO Box 443, California, MO, US, 65018

Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Windmill Ridge Funeral Service - March 10, 2018 at 05:30 PM

“

I am sorry for you loss, we just found out about Harry's passing. I printed the obituary
and gave it to Mom to read as well. We have many great memories of the Minturn
family from when we lived in California.
Kendall & Kim Kinnear
Imogene Kinnear

Kendall Kinnear - January 10, 2019 at 03:18 PM

“

Jim and Tim Parrish

Tim Parrish - March 15, 2018 at 05:26 AM

“

Patti and Harry were wonderful people and I had the pleasure of working in their
shoe store with them for a few years. We had some great fun those years! They were
very caring and lovely people, and I feel very blessed to have known them. California
just won’t be the same without seeing Harry out and about or at Nic Nac. He was a
pillar in our community and we will miss him! Chrissy Fischer

Chrissy Fischer - March 11, 2018 at 12:11 PM

“

“

Thank you, Chrissy!
Linda Washburn - March 22, 2018 at 07:57 PM

54 files added to the album Memories Album

Windmill Ridge Funeral Service - March 10, 2018 at 04:02 PM

“

Harry and Patti Minturn were a vital part of California, Missouri for many years with
their wonderful shoe store. They helped make California such a great little town. In
later years Harry found other ways to be vital and helpful in California. For a good
long time there was a group of people who provided transportation to and from
Cancer treatments.... Harry was one of those people. Just seeing Harry around town
in his "classic vehicle" made us all feel good that we knew Harry Minturn.
My sympathy to his family. May your memories give you comfort at this difficult time.
Mary Lou Scheidt

Mary Lou Scheidt - March 10, 2018 at 03:49 PM

“

My sympathies for the family. I loved buying shoes in his and Pattys store. He helped make
California great. Rest in peace.
Sandra Sanders - March 10, 2018 at 06:22 PM

“

Jody and family, you are in my prayers as you grieve the loss of your dad. What a
wonderful gift to the California community. His was definitely a life well-lived!
Lana Heflebower - March 10, 2018 at 08:37 PM

“

When I was doing advertising it was always fun when Harry would have his annual
floor shoe sale. Stoop,Snoop and save. It was a huge success and I know because
my wife who worked for Harry would come home at the end of the day very tired.
Harry was a dedicated person to his town and to his business. Always supported
anything that would improve his town. Great business leader who will be missed.
Harry and Nancy Harris

Harry Harris - March 10, 2018 at 03:37 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Mr. Harry Minturn.

March 10, 2018 at 10:59 AM

“

Lifting up Jim, his sisters and family. The shoe store was a landmark for so many
years. Such a nice man.

Priscilla Gutjahr Miller - March 10, 2018 at 10:28 AM

“

While we did not personally know Mr. Minturn, we have learned that he was admired,
loved and appreciated by Jodie, his daughter in Tennessee. As we walk in the
mornings, Jodie has shared with us his love of life, his independence and his positive
attitude, even in the face of his recent diagnosis. We are thinking special thoughts
and prayers for Jodie and the Minturn family. Hopefully, the pain and grief you feel
now will soon be replaced by fond memories. Carl, Judy, Lois, Margaret and Marie

Marie Blair - March 10, 2018 at 10:14 AM

“

I didn’t know Mr. Minturn, but I know and have come to love his daughter, Jo. She is
a friend, and a vital part of our walking and exercise group here in Smithville,
Tennessee. Jo, we are thinking of you, and keeping you and your family in our
prayers.
Margaret NIchols

Margaret Nichols - March 10, 2018 at 09:27 AM

“

Yesterday was a sad day here in California learning of the passing of Harry. The city
has lost a fine man; but it was a day of rejoicing in heaven as Harry now beholds the
Lord Jesus face to face and has been reunited with loved ones. We shall miss his
positive attitude, warm smile, and thumbs-up gesture. As a charter member of the
local Kiwanis club who has led the group in the singing of “My Country ‘‘tis of Thee,”
he was called the Tony Bennett of Kiwanis. God’s blessings to his family, may
heaven fill your thoughts. Pastor Pete and Jan Kurowski

Jan Kurowski - March 09, 2018 at 07:46 PM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Mr. Harry Minturn.

March 09, 2018 at 02:59 PM

“

One of my favorite memories of Grandpa was when I was a kid. My brothers and I
had spent the night and for the morning he had fixed me some cheerios. Of course
you have to put sugar on your cheerios! However when he reached for the sugar
bowl he accidentally grabbed the Salt bowl. My first bite of breakfast was a surprise! I
see the memory plain as day in my mind. Where i was sitting, watching him grab the
"sugar" off the counter. Watching him put the "sugar" on my cereal. The look on his
face when he realized what had just happened. I will miss you Grandpa.
Aaron

Aaron gum - March 09, 2018 at 12:32 PM

“

While we did not personally know Mr. Minturn, we have learned during the last year that he
was admired, loved and appreciated by his daughter, Jodie, who lives in Tennessee. As we
walk in the mornings, Jodie has shared stories of his independence, his love of life and his
positive attitude even in the face of his recent diagnosis. We are having special thoughts
and prayers for the family. Carol, Judy, Lois, Margaret and Marie
Marie Blair - March 10, 2018 at 09:41 AM

