Morris F. Burger
May 2, 1935 - December 16, 2020

Morris Frederick Burger, 85, passed away on December 16. Mr. Burger was a true
visionary whose efforts as the second-generation leader of Burgers’ Smokehouse led to a
diversified business strategy that continues to have a profound influence on the company
today. Morris was first diagnosed with cancer in May 2013. After enduring rigorous
treatment, by December 2014 the disease was in remission. It was truly a miracle. Morris
was fortunate to be free of cancer for over five years before its return early this year. He
loved life and was just courageous enough to not give up but finally he succumbed to
Stage 4 pancreatic cancer at his home in California MO.
I am Morris’s wife Dolores. He loved me unconditionally. I think that’s the greatest honor a
husband can bestow upon his wife. I wrote this unusual obituary from notes and many
conversations we had. He wanted to critique this but decided he would rather I was by his
side the last days so he said, “Please make it sound like me but I know you won’t because
you always have to be grammatically correct!” This is written in first person because that
was Morris’s wishes. Since Morris hesitated to include many of his accomplishments and
awards, I have inserted using italic print in various places throughout the story.
My life began on May 2, 1935. At that time most rural children were born at home but
since Mother had complications when my sister was born, it was determined that I should
make my small appearance into the world at Bothwell Hospital in Sedalia MO. I was
baptized July 7, 1935 and confirmed April 10, 1949 at the Evangelical and Reformed
Church in California. This is now the California United Church of Christ. I was raised in a
Christian home and church and Sunday School were one word in our family. I am blessed
to have a loving church family. Morris served on the church consistory, taught a young
adult Sunday Class and took several turns as Sunday School Superintendant.
My parents Edwin Morris (E.M.) Burger (1902-1972) and Natalia Elizabeth Bueker Burger
(1904-1993) lived in the rural Red Brush Community nine miles southwest of California,
and that’s where I grew up with my older sister Mary and younger sister Jane. We were
raised on a farm with no electricity, running water or indoor toilet. Some people would call
us poor and perhaps we were, but we didn’t know it because we didn’t have rich
neighbors to compare ourselves to. Mother and Daddy loved me and were good to me.
Mother taught me that cleanliness was next to godliness and Father stressed that hard

work was what it took to achieve one’s goals in life. I remember working at a young age
with my dad on our farm and at my Grandpa Bueker’s farm. In fact, when the preacher
came for dinner one Sunday and saw me driving the tractor on the bluff overlooking the
Moreau Creek bottom, he got so nervous he didn’t stay to visit. He probably went home to
pray! Our family was very close to my maternal grandparents Fred and Minnie Oesterly
Bueker. I was blessed to have wonderful parents and grandparents and Aunt Anna
Margaret Bueker was like a second mother to me.
I attended elementary at Red Brush one-room school for seven years and then transferred
to California High School. Although I was an academic achiever at Red Brush, my high
school “smarts” record was anything but impressive. Morris served as president of the
FFA chapter and received State Farmer in 1953. He played basketball and ran track for
the CHS Pintos.
Upon graduation in 1953, I intended to work on the farms; however, my Aunt Lena Bueker
Bieri thought I should go to college. Give it a try, flunk out and come back home, I thought.
Enrolling at the University of Missouri turned out to be a very smart move. I was treasurer
and house manager of Alpha Gamma Sigma. The fraternity certainly improved my sorelylacking social skills. Now it was popular to be smart so I studied hard to help AGS achieve
top academic awards. I have stayed in touch with many fraternity brothers and I am
blessed to call them my good friends. Morris was also a member of honorary fraternities in
the fields of Leadership, Scholarship, Engineering and Military. As an alumnus Morris
worked tirelessly for his alma mater serving on boards and committees too numerous to
mention. Recognitions from CAFNR (College of Agriculture) include Citation of Merit
(1996), Alumnus of the Year (2014), and Mumford Distinguished Service Award (2015). In
2014 he received the prestigious Missouri Alumni Award. In 2003 he was Executive-inResidence Guest Lecturer. Morris and Dolores have created a CAFNR scholarship for a
Moniteau County student that is to be activated soon.
The second good decision was taking four years of ROTC. In 1957, I graduated with a
degree in Agriculture Engineering and as 2nd Lieutenant in the United Sates Army. At the
time our country was involved in the Korean Conflict. After completing officer’s training at
Fort Sill OK the summer of 1957, I was sent to Germany to command a field artillery
division. While there I received top security clearance to attend Special Weapons School
to learn how to assemble atomic bombs. My stay in Germany was noteworthy for three
reasons. I traveled through Europe with a California friend Duane Sterling also stationed in
Germany and I visited through an interpreter with Bueker relatives living in Germany. Most
importantly the Army, more than the university or any other pursuit, prepared me for the
leadership role I was to assume in the family business. When I returned home, I extended
my army career by entering the Army Reserves as commanding officer of a unit in Tipton.
I retired as Captain of the United States Army in September 1964.
Upon my return home in 1959, I was surrounded by a loving family and a great evening

meal. The next morning, I put on an apron and went to work at the Ham House. That’s
what family members called the one-room building erected in 1952 on my Grandpa
Bueker’s farm; and with the 1956 addition, this housed the entire work place for the family
business upon my arrival home. Family businesses begin small. I credit my father for
being a textbook entrepreneur. Few people have the ability and tenacity to start a
business. It’s by trial and error. My dad tried a number of ventures that didn’t turn out well,
but to him, they weren’t failures. When they didn’t work out he was on to the next
adventure. Country ham seemed more promising. He had sold his first hams as a young
man in 1927 so he had a lot of experience with cured meat. His wife Natalia was a good
helpmate. First generation family members farmed during the day and worked at the Ham
House at night. If it were not for the hardworking first generation there would be no
Burgers’ Smokehouse today. I worked side by side with Dad until his death in 1972 and
with Mother until her death in 1993. We never had a cross word.
It was now time for me to contemplate my future. I was ready to get married and settle
down. Research disclosed that Dolores Harlan was still single. My third big decision was
to propose to Dolores. Lo and behold, she said yes! We were married on September 10,
1960 at the First Baptist Church. Our children are Steven and his wife Laura with sons
Grant (Bailey) and Luke; Philip and his wife Susan with sons Aaron (Allison), Adam
(Kelci), and Allan; Sara Rohrbach and her husband Ted with sons Seth, Alden (fiancé
Abbie Bilyeu) and Clark. I am truly blessed to have such a wonderful family. My children
have been a huge help to me and Dolores during my last months on earth and I can’t
thank them enough.
I am a workaholic. I neglected Dolores and children. They turned out well thanks to
Dolores. I am truly sorry that I thought about work more than family and that early on I was
away more than at home. But to my credit, I was trying to build a company that would
include them and perhaps your children someday. I hope you will forgive me. Dolores says
she has but I’m not sure about that. Before we married, Dolores and I discussed babies
and where to go to church, but as a recall I didn’t tell her of my political persuasion. I’m a
life-long conservative republican. Dolores is more liberal but somehow we have worked
that one out by not talking about it. Morris served as president of the local Republican
Club and as a delegate attended President Ronald Reagan’s inauguration. Other
community involvement includes: California Jaycees, California Country Club and Aurora
Alumni Association. Morris was named 1997 California Citizen of Year. He was a life
member of Wood Place Library and Moniteau County Historical Society. He and Dolores
were instrumental in bringing back “Heck the Horse” to the Moniteau County Cultural
Center. He served as president of California Progress, Inc. and the R-1 School Board.
I did make time for golf and truly enjoyed the camaraderie with my golfing buddies. Skiing
was a yearly event with the family for many years. Some of my fondest memories are
“Walks in the Woods” with my eight grandsons. Dolores and I have traveled in the states

and in many other countries. I enjoyed my time on the Central Missouri Commerce Bank
Board and serving as president of Capital Region Medical Center Foundation.
My most unique experience was when I spent a month volunteering through the United
States Agency for International Development to provide meat processing expertise to the
people of Turkmenistan. My stay there made me appreciate more than ever my home and
the freedoms we have in the USA. When I left I was greatly touched that the workers cried
and clung to the car as we drove away. There are good people everywhere trapped in
countries that don’t provide the freedom to advance and prosper.
Over the years the company has received many awards. One person cannot achieve this
without the help of many others. I share these awards with supportive family members,
loyal customers, reliable suppliers, knowledgeable consultants and dedicated fellow
workers. Over the years I had the privilege to work with good people and doing what I
loved to do. In a family business, it’s not easy to satisfy everyone for one reason or
another. I think what is best for company in the long run is usually best for family, so I tried
to maintain that philosophy. In 2000 I retired at age 65 to enjoy some time traveling with
Dolores and to make room for the next generation. Generation three has exceeded my
expectations. I am very proud of them. Five members of the fourth generation have joined
the company, so it looks like we will continue as a family-owned and operated business.
Morris was co-founder of the National Country Ham Association and served as its
president. On behalf of the company he accepted awards into the Cured Meat Hall of
Fame and became a member of the National Meat Hall of Fame in 2019.
As this is being written, I am survived by my children and grandchildren. Still living are
also my sister Mary Keil with her family, sister Jane and cousin Michael Bieri (Kris) with his
family all of California and two cousins Alta Smith of Columbia and Robert (Bob) Burger of
Jamestown. My work partner and brother-in-law Robert (Bob) Keil is deceased as well as
my great nephew Joshua Fletcher. These memories have been shared with you as it’s
almost time for me to join them. Doctors have told me my days are numbered. I am not
afraid. I am grateful for life’s blessings. I will tell you as my dad told me shortly before he
died, “My buggy’s in the shed.”
Morris was fun loving, witty and would always share his stories with anyone that would
listen. He liked people and enjoyed life. He was a blessing to his family, friends and those
who knew him. In a school essay his grandson Aaron wrote that he never heard his
grandpa say anything bad about anyone. This compliment came with a huge responsibility
that Morris took very sincerely.
Memorials are suggested to the E. M. Burger Foundation, please mail to Burgers’
Smokehouse, 32819 Highway 87 South, California, Missouri 65018, c/o Ted Rohrbach.
This charitable entity was set up as a memorial to the company’s founder to benefit the
community of California and the surrounding area.

Family members will not be present at the public viewing on Saturday, December 19, from
3:00 to 7:00 p.m. Celebration of Life Service for Morris Burger will be at 2:00 p.m. on
December 20 with the Rev. Russell Cobb officiating followed by private burial at the
Evangelical Cemetery in California. The public viewing and Celebration of Life will be held
at the United Church of Christ with social distancing and masks required.
Arrangements are under the direction of Windmill Ridge Funeral Service. Condolences
can be given at WWW.windmillridgefuneralservice.com.
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“

A webcast video has been added.

Windmill Ridge Funeral Service - December 18, 2020 at 06:48 PM

“

My Mom, Suzanne Bueker Brown, is Morris's cousin. A few years ago, she & I went
on on adventure that included California, MO. She wanted me to meet Morris &
Dolores. We were welcomed with open arms. Morris was the perfect host and
Dolores, the perfect hostess. He regaled family stories and I learned so very much
from his sharing of memories. He took us on a tour of California and gave a
wonderful history. We absolutely enjoyed our time with family. He called his children
together for a family meal and the fellowship was amazing. We toured Burgers and I
also met his sister. Morris was a genuine, sincere man and I am blessed to have met
him. Prayers for Dolores and the family as well as his friends and work family.
God Bless,
Frances Brown

Frances Brown - March 10 at 10:49 PM

“

Condolences to family. Morris reminded me of my Grandmother whom loved and
saw no evil in anyone. I owned a home on Rice blvd when he did and built and
moved the same time. He was very friendly and good natured. Played basketball with
my little brother when he visited. He will be dearly missed and with the Lord. We
need more love in our world . Malista Roberds

Malista Roberds - December 29, 2020 at 09:49 AM

“

Still contemplating Kenny Phillips’ and Allan Mortenson’s eulogies to Morris Burger
during the beautiful Celebration of Life service on Sunday, I also have reflections I
would like to share. Nearly 50 years ago Morris saw work of the world-renowned
diorama artist, George Marchand, at the “Call of the Wild” museum in Poplar Bluff.
Morris asked George if he would be interested in building exhibits for their new visitor
center. The exhibits were to depict the four seasons in the Ozarks which paralleled
the seasonal processes required for curing hams. George had already retired from
the University of Michigan where he was an exhibit artist on the staff of the
university’s natural history museum. I chose Michigan for my graduate work in
paleontology and also for the chance to work with George. We became good friends,
and he began training me to take over his work. George recommended to Morris that
his young protégé, Terry Chase, could build the visitor center exhibits.
After retirement George moved to Missouri where he planned to spend much of his
time fishing, and I moved to Texas to take on another project that George had
passed on to me. When that project was completed I moved to Missouri to continue
working with George and begin the Burger exhibits. It must have seemed like a risk
for Morris, solely upon Marchand’s recommendation, to hire a young student who
had never constructed habitat dioramas, but he took the chance. As the project
progressed, however, I won Morris’s confidence and was treated like one of the
family.
During the construction of the dioramas I spent months living in a small camper
trailer behind the ham house with Morris’s aunt, Margaret, and his mother, Natalia,
looking after me like their own son. Margaret cooked fantastic meals for me every
night, usually with two kinds of meat and two deserts. She often brought fresh-baked
cookies over to the visitor center in the evenings and even did my laundry. I was not
used to having my underwear ironed! On the weekends the three of us would take
rides in the country and attend church on Sunday morning. That was the beginning
of being “adopted” into the Burger family.
Since that time Morris and I have remained in close contact. I was pallbearer at
Margaret’s funeral, and I have watched Morris’s sons and daughter mature from
young children to adults with families who continue to operate the ham house. It was
very touching to see Morris’s grandsons provide the music for his service.
With the successful completion of the three dioramas in the visitor center, Morris
played a major role in launching my career by promoting my work and helping me get
new projects. Years later I developed plans to build a natural history museum here in
the Ozarks, perhaps in Bentonville, Arkansas, next to Crystal Bridges, the huge art
museum financed by Walmart heiress, Alice Walton. Morris was on board with the
idea and wrote a personal letter of recommendation to Alice Walton on my behalf.
The idea languished for eight years, but Crystal Bridges contacted me a few weeks
ago wondering if we were still interested. We met with them last week, and it seems
likely that the museum will finally become a reality.
The “chance” that Morris took on hiring a young guy just out of college to build his
exhibits has led to exhibits in hundreds of museums worldwide, including over a

hundred of the National Park Service visitor centers. With millions of visitors viewing
these exhibits every week, my studio has made a significant contribution to the
public’s appreciation of our natural world and environmental issues. Now we are on
the throngs of constructing the largest natural history museum to be built in North
America in the last century—right here in Morris’s beloved Ozarks. It’s amazing how
Morris’s early influence and help has ended up having world-wide impact. I am
forever grateful for his counsel and friendship. I will miss him greatly.
Terry Chase - December 26, 2020 at 12:24 PM

“

“

Copy
janice j anderson - January 18 at 10:49 AM

David A Schubert lit a candle in memory of Morris F. Burger

David A Schubert - December 24, 2020 at 04:57 PM

“

Dolores and family,
What a life your husband and dad lived! He was a friendly, pillar of the community
and we know how very much he will be missed.
With deep sympathy,
Brad and Brenda Wise

Brenda Wise - December 22, 2020 at 02:26 PM

“

So sorry for your loss.

Rhonda Bonecutter - December 20, 2020 at 09:04 PM

“

So sorry for your lost. Your family are in our thoughts and prayers.
Christian's family.

The

Lenny Christian - December 20, 2020 at 02:03 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with all of you! Morris was kind and down-to-earth and
always pleasant to be around. He leaves a wonderful legacy in all of you! - Kim
Drummond & Family

Kimberly Jo Drummond - December 19, 2020 at 10:00 PM

“

Keeping all the family close in thought and prayer. Thank you, Delores, for taking the
time to honor Morris so beautifully and give us all a better glimpse into his life. So
sorry for your loss.

Deena Birdsong - December 19, 2020 at 06:31 PM

“

Meant to spell your name right. Sorry, Dolores, but the appreciation for your words and my
condolences are sincere.
Deena Birdsong - December 19, 2020 at 06:48 PM

“

My first thoughts of remembrance for my Great Uncle Morris are clear and distinct.
Though separated by distance, my own personal endeavors, and my stubborn youth,
our limited time together, has still, indelibly left an irreversible impact on my life.
First and foremost, Uncle Morris always sought me out for conversation. A man who I
believed had experienced all of life's lessons, coming to me, to ask questions that I
truly believed he wanted to hear, if for no other reason than to see a different side to
the story. I always felt wholly engaged, and that my opinions to him resonated. As a
much younger man, Uncle Morris seemed to delight in my struggles and successes
in business. "how many offices do you have", "how do you feel about your
employees", "I don't want to pry, and you can tell me no, but what is your growth year
over year"....never pressing, never heavy handed, but always interested in how I, his
Great Nephew was "racing rats", as he would say. Truly, I have never met a more
engaging, patient, gracious, and exemplary conversationalist as my Great Uncle
Morris. I can only hope to emulate his example. If I live to be a thousand years old,
and am half the man he is to so many, I will consider it a life well spent. Condolences
to all my family in the Mid-West. I am so glad you all had such a man in your lives.
You are truly blessed.
~Steven G Schenewerk

STEVEN SCHENEWERK - December 19, 2020 at 03:23 PM

“

Morris was so supportive of4-H Youth Development. He served many years in the
Missouri 4-H Foundation as a trustee. He was kind gentleman, generous and a savvy
businessman. What a gallant fight he fought against cancer. He is missed.

Ina Linville - December 19, 2020 at 02:26 PM

“

Dolores and family. Joyce and i send our sincere condolences on the passage of a
true icon of a significant innovator, entrepreneur, and industry leader. Even more
impressive was the man himself. I will always remember the dinners at the lake
shared with my wife Marti and me, alternating paying. When we last dined, the four of
us. Just before Marti was stricken with cancer, it was my turn to buy. Fast forward
two decades and Joyce was introduced, It was suggested the four of us have dinner.
I reminded Morris it was his turn. He shuddered a bit, i am sure he thought i was
correct, them said, “we’ll go Dutch.” That was Morris.

ray speckman - December 19, 2020 at 11:57 AM

“

My heart goes out to my Aunt Dolores, my cousins Steve, Phil, Sara and the entire
Burger Family.
My Uncle Morris touched the lives of countless people in a positive manner;
thankfully for me, I was high on that list. My uncle’s words and actions matched, he
was a man of integrity. He talked the talk and he walked the Christian walk. I learned
valuable life lessons from my uncle. Our famous late night talks often lasted past
1am. These conversations started as a youth on my annual visits to Missouri and
continued 50+ years to just before his passing. He still inspires me and continues to
serves as my role model. My alone time with him is what I will miss the most.
So when people say “Sorry for your loss”, the words ring in my ears, for we have
surely lost today. We have lost a great godly man. RIP Morris. I look forward to our
talks when they resume in heaven.
Greg

Greg S, - December 19, 2020 at 11:56 AM

“

William C. Stringer introduced me to Morris and the family business shortly after I
arrived in 1987 to teach Mizzou students about processed meat products. I’m sure
the ink was still moist on my diploma when I made my first visit to the plant. Over the
past 33 years, it has been my pleasure to watch the changes, growth and
innovations that have taken place in the family business. One constant, however, has
always been the genuine friendship and openness extended by Morris, Dolores and
the entire family. I have many fond memories and admire the lifetime of
achievements that are the foundation for all the love, honor and respect that Morris
has earned. We may miss him today, but I believe his spirit carries on in everyone
who knew him.
Andrew D. Clarke

Andrew Clarke - December 18, 2020 at 10:29 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to all of the family. I have many wonderful memories of my
years working at the Smokehouse and seeing Morris. He was a good man and a
good friend to my Dad, especially the last few years when he would come to visit him
as they were both battling cancer at the same time. I know his family and the entire
community will truly miss him!

Chrissy Fischer - December 18, 2020 at 10:09 PM

“

Our sympathy and prayers go out to all his family. He was the definition of a true
gentleman. How could one not like him? Treasure all the memories!

Leon and Pat Moon - December 18, 2020 at 09:17 PM

“

Dolores and family, my heart goes out to you. Everyone who met Morris loved him. I
felt so privileged to know you both, be with you at Mizzou and host you at the School
of Nursing events when I was dean there. I will always remember you hosted the
deans for our retreat and it was the best ever. You honored me by coming to my
retirement celebration and I am ever grateful. Peace to all.
Judith Fitzgerald Miller

Judith Fitzgerald Miller - December 18, 2020 at 08:05 PM

“

Gary Walter lit a candle in memory of Morris F. Burger

Gary Walter - December 18, 2020 at 07:15 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Morris F. Burger.

December 18, 2020 at 06:57 PM

“

Your Friends at Commerce Trust purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the
family of Morris F. Burger.

Your Friends at Commerce Trust - December 18, 2020 at 04:30 PM

“

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family of Morris F. Burger.

December 18, 2020 at 03:59 PM

“

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of Morris F. Burger.

December 18, 2020 at 02:46 PM

“

My time spent with Morris and Dolores were infrequent but always lots of fun. I knew
them through my 49÷ years of friendship with Chuck and Glyndon Velasquez,
Dolores' sister and brother-in-law.. Hearing about their visits to Missouri was the next
best thing to being there. Morris and Dolores' visits from California, MO to Imperial
Beach, CA were even better. The Burgers were special to us, especially our Busy
Belle Ladies Prayer group. When we heard about Morris' illness, our prayers went
into overdrive. His period of remission was such good news and we rejoiced with
them. Cancer is such an ugly and relentless enemy. We grieved at its return. My
heart breaks for Dolores and the family.A great man gone too soon. I will be praying
for God's grace and blessings as you grieve his loss and that his loss will be
replaced by healing memories.
Sandy Bookman
San Diego, Ca

Sandy Bookman - December 18, 2020 at 01:50 PM

“

I have known Morris for almost three decades. As I started my career in sales, Morris
and the Burger family have been a great source of inspiration to me. “Hospitality” and
“generosity”come to mind. Fond memories of
Playing numerous rounds of golf with Morris are abundantly clear in my
mind...including but not limited to Morris’s fiercely competitive nature, dozens of
jokes and sometimes
not so politically correct comments....that ultimately were followed by uncontrollable
laughter for the rest of the foursome. Mostly though I will Just miss Morris. A
compassionate honest family man. I was lucky to have been able to spend time with
him over the years, and very fortunate to be able to call him my friend.
God Bless,
Dave Porchetta....or as Morris used to always call me; “Porchetti”

Dave Porchetta - December 18, 2020 at 01:49 PM

“

Thanks for sharing fond your remembrances of dad. He really enjoyed the many fine meals
and bottles of wine you shared together.
Steven Burger - December 18, 2020 at 06:07 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Morris F. Burger.

December 18, 2020 at 01:38 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Morris F. Burger.

December 18, 2020 at 01:32 PM

“

A real professional and friend in the meat business. Morris has been an asset to so
many organizations within the agriculture industry. He will be greatly missed. Our
sympathy to the Burger Family.
Roger and Ronnie Alewel

Roger Alewel - December 18, 2020 at 01:11 PM

“

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of Morris F. Burger.

December 18, 2020 at 12:44 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. I always enjoyed delivering newspapers to the Burgers. Such
a great family that has such a wonderful influence on the community. Morris will be
missed.
- Heinen family

Donna Heinen - December 18, 2020 at 12:13 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Morris F. Burger.

December 18, 2020 at 11:50 AM

“

Dear Dolores and family,
Anne and I are so sorry to learn of Morris' passing, but celebrate with you the
marvelous life he led and his many contributions to his family, community, and the
University of Missouri. We have such fond memories of you and him. You were
always so generous in providing your home for our staff retreats. Your smile always
warmed our hearts and the grace that you and Morris always showed at every
university event we attended together was admirable. We always loved seeing you
and admire you so much.
We send our condolences and our love.
Brady and Anne Deaton

Brady and Anne Deaton - December 18, 2020 at 11:24 AM

“

My prayers and sympathy to Dolores, Steven, Philip and Sarah and to the extended
family. This community has lost a very good man and will be missed by so many.
Morris always had a smile and a friendly hello to everyone he met.
Peggy Liebi

Dora (Peggy) Liebi - December 18, 2020 at 09:45 AM

“

I will always remember Morris with a smile on his face. Always willing to chat with
you even when I was a younger child. They raised 3 amazing children and he raised
them in a fair based home. Prayers to the Burger family

Caryn Harris Hopwood - December 18, 2020 at 01:41 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Morris F. Burger.

December 17, 2020 at 11:39 PM

“

What a great family and great man. I always appreciated Morris, his wife and family
so much. Attending MU and being in the same fraternity years later, Morris was an
alumni that everyone looked up to. In Moniteau county, Burger Hams and Morris
Burger really epitomized the friendly, kind folks there. I’ll never forget Morris helping
my Dad once when he really needed it. And I always enjoyed visiting with Morris
about golf and MU. He will be missed by family, community and friends everywhere.
Very sorry for your loss, but Heaven’s gaining a good one!

Gary Marshall - December 17, 2020 at 09:54 PM

“

Tropical Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Morris F. Burger.

December 17, 2020 at 09:26 PM

“

Like many of you, my heart, and eyes, are full of tears. Morris touched so many of
us. He and Deloris were ( are) inspirations to Alice and me. Morris was one of the
first Mizzou alums I met after joining MU in 1999 as the new Vice Chancellor and
Dean, College of Agriculture, Food & Natural Resources. Linda Sowers, our college’s
director of development, said we were scheduled to visit a very special alum in
California. Being from the land of fruits and nuts and flakes, the State, I was excited
for the visit. I didn’t know Missouri had a California. But I later did learn Missouri has
an “everywhere”. I recall asking Linda what time we were leaving. Knowing we had a
two hour time difference, we could leave in the late morning and be there in time for
a late meeting. She said, oh we can leave after lunch and get there in time. I
remember thinking someone has a really fast jet. Obviously everyone got a big kick
out of my “ misunderstanding”. Morris was gracious of course with a smile. I always
felt he thought MU hired a new Dean without a full deck . You know he was never
wrong . That visit was so outstanding. Linda and I met all the family and Morris
gave us a fantastic tour of everything, even knife sharpening. Being a ham and
bacon junkie, I really had a hard time not sampling all I saw.
Morris always made me feel things were good and his humor always brightened the
day . Most special was being at the annual Tiger Ag Golf Classic with Morris glad
in his colorful Bermuda short and long socks and his colorful comments . Morris
was there with sage advice when asked and ever present encouragement. He leaves
a great legacy of wonderful memories and smiles. Thanks Morris🥰 Cheers, Tom

Tom Payne - December 17, 2020 at 08:44 PM

“

“

Thank you for those very kind words. We will be sure that Dolores sees them.
Laura Burger - December 17, 2020 at 11:10 PM

Becky and Don Ramsay purchased the Basket Full of Wishes for the family of Morris
F. Burger.

Becky and Don Ramsay - December 17, 2020 at 08:29 PM

“

To Phillip, Steven and the entire family. We were so sorry to hear of the loss of Mr.
Morris. He was truly one of my all time favorite people to be around any time we had
the opportunity. He will be missed, but his legacy is strong and in good hands.
Please know we are thinking of each of you, and you're in our prayers for that peace
that passes understanding.
Bruce & Janice Mumpower

Bruce Mumpower - December 17, 2020 at 05:50 PM

“

Morris was a giant in the world of business and as a Christian. He always had
something of interest to say any time he saw you. Our community was the better for
knowing him. My prayers for the family as you say "see ya later on the other side."
Judy Burger

Judy Burger - December 17, 2020 at 05:09 PM

“

Steve McBroom sent a virtual gift in memory of Morris F. Burger

Steve McBroom - December 17, 2020 at 04:49 PM

“

Deepest Condolences to the Burger family....Fond memories of the Burgers
residence on Rice Blvd. Dolores being our Packs Den Mother in Webloes and always
the great treats. Morris would check in regularly and make sure all was good and we
were having a blast.....Dad always talked highly of him and said he never new a
stranger....GODSPEED.

Steve McBroom - December 17, 2020 at 04:36 PM

“

Valerie Corley lit a candle in memory of Morris F. Burger

Valerie Corley - December 17, 2020 at 04:03 PM

“

Mr. Burger was a highlight to my visits to Burger's Smokehouse (as were Dee and
Phyllis!). I owned and operated the Settler's Inn in Boonville, MO for 20 years and
sold many a bacon- wrapped chicken breast, smoked pork chops and catered with
city smoked hams, best pork on the planet! Many thanks to Mr. Burger for allowing
me to purchase wholesale and to share a laugh or two when I picked up my orders.
Prayers to the family for strength, healing and peace. Missy DuBuque, Settler's Inn
now at Culver-Stockton College as the Director of Alumni Programs.

Missy DuBuque - December 17, 2020 at 03:42 PM

“

The entire Burger family has my sympathy! Morris was a special person in many
ways. Always a friendly smile and would take the time to chat.
I’m so glad I got to visit with him one last time about a month ago.
He would explain to me how he and my late husband Gary were related and would
always call me Cuz!
Morris will be dearly missed by his family, friends and the community!
God Bless!! Mary Oesterly

Mary Oesterly - December 17, 2020 at 03:37 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Morris F. Burger.

December 17, 2020 at 03:26 PM

“

Enduring Grace was purchased for the family of Morris F. Burger.

December 17, 2020 at 03:17 PM

“

As a magazine article said about Morris, he is the Babe Ruth of the Country Ham
Industry. I along with all in this business will miss his contributions, intellect, and wit.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the Burger Family. I hope and expect Wallace and
Morris are planning their next trip and the best way to get there.
Edwards Virginia Smokehouse -Sam Edwards III

Samuel W Edwards III - December 17, 2020 at 02:48 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Morris F. Burger.

December 17, 2020 at 02:19 PM

“

Beverly Wilmesher lit a candle in memory of Morris F. Burger

Beverly Wilmesher - December 17, 2020 at 01:36 PM

“

My heart breaks for Dolores, Steven, Phillip, Sarah and family. It is my sincere hope
that the immeasurable loss and grief you are feeling now will subside some day and
be replaced with nothing but fond memories of Morris to comfort you all.
The Burgers have always treated me like family and always opened their home each
time I had the opportunity to visit California. I will forever miss sitting down, talking
with Morris over one of his famous cocktail’s Mark, Greg and I renamed “The Morris
Burger” (Seagram’s Lime Twisted Gin, Schweppes diet tonic water and a splash of
Squirt Soda). I always found his talks fascinating and often would end up staying
about 2 hours longer than I anticipated, but I learned something new each time.
Morris would take the time to stop by my dad’s house and chat on his daily walks
which meant so much to him as he lived alone. I miss the call from my dad following
his visit to hear about the topic of discussion for that day. My dad used to say that
“Morris was the smartest person he knew” and loved listening to his take on world
events.
The Burgers have a family like no other. When my father passed away, they quietly
rescheduled many commitments to their own family, the business and the community
and opened their homes to host approximately 25 out of towners for dinner over a
three-day period at a moment’s notice.
Morris was an amazing man, a class act, and one of a kind. The world lost a great
one.

Randy S
Randall Schenewerk - December 17, 2020 at 01:36 PM

“

Mizzou Sports Properties purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family
of Morris F. Burger.

Mizzou Sports Properties - December 17, 2020 at 01:04 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to Dolores and the family. I had the pleasure of serving on
the Commerce Bank board with Morris. He was unfailingly perceptive, caring,
inquisitive and thoughtful. He has done so much for his community. He will certainly
be missed by his family, his employees and his neighbors.

Dave Machens - December 17, 2020 at 11:51 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Morris F. Burger.

December 17, 2020 at 11:39 AM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Morris F. Burger.

December 17, 2020 at 11:07 AM

“

Burgers’s Smokehouse is a great place to work and the days were made better when
Mr Burger came thru to stop and say Hi to everyone. He always had an interesting
fact or funny story to share. He always had a smile to share and make ya laugh. He
was a wonderfully kind person and a community leader and will be greatly missed.
My condolences to the entire Burger Family, hugs and prayers.

Rae Ann Reagan - December 17, 2020 at 10:59 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Morris F. Burger.

December 17, 2020 at 10:58 AM

“

The Hargis Family lit a candle in memory of Morris F. Burger

The Hargis Family - December 17, 2020 at 10:51 AM

“

Our deepest sympathy to the Burger family. God truly got a very special angle.

The Hargis Family - December 17, 2020 at 10:50 AM

“

Scott Campbell purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of Morris
F. Burger.

Scott Campbell - December 17, 2020 at 10:50 AM

“

Morris was a great man and a great friend. He inspired me in many ways and I will
always be grateful to him. We had many conversations about Pinto sports, the
community, the military, our great country, about family, and life in general. His
presence taught me more about leadership than any text book could have. Morris
was the driving force and inspiration for the Moniteau County Veterans Memorial that
is currently being planned and developed on the CPI Latham Family Memorial Park.
God speed my friend. Bob and Debbie Staton

Bob Staton - December 17, 2020 at 10:16 AM

“

“

Thank you Bob for your kind words!!
Laura Burger - December 17, 2020 at 10:20 AM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of Morris F. Burger.

December 17, 2020 at 09:59 AM

“

Lisa and I have known Morris and his family for most all of our lives. Always a kind
and encouraging word to us, a young couple with children, who shared the same
neighborhood. We had some nice visits when he and Delores would walk around
Pamela and Bowling Streets. Our most sincere condolences to Delores, Steven,
Phillip, and Sarah, their families and all who called Morris, friend. God Bless.
Jeff & Lisa Coale

Jeff Coale - December 17, 2020 at 09:51 AM

“

Russell Borts lit a candle in memory of Morris F. Burger

Russell Borts - December 17, 2020 at 09:46 AM

“

To all of the Burger family, I'm so sorry for your loss. Morris was an amazing man
who I had gotten to know over the years when my aunt married Phil. To my cousins,
I'm so sorry that you lost your grandpa. I love you. Cherish your memories with him.
Sending prayers to Dolores, Phil, Stephen, Sarah, and everyone. With love, Chris,
Jeff, and Parker

Chris Germann - December 17, 2020 at 09:24 AM

“

Bill and Ruth Maier

Bill and Ruth Maier - December 17, 2020 at 08:47 AM

“

Morris was a very special person and will be missed by so many! The Family are in
my thoughts and prayers!

Mary Lee Brizendine - December 17, 2020 at 08:41 AM

“

Phillip, Susan and family, Daniel, Alex and I are extremely sorry for your loss. Your
dad was a HUGE benefit and treasure to this town and community and he will be
greatly missed. please know you are in our prayers during this difficult time. May God
comfort you and give you peace.

Daniel, Kerri and Alex and Ashley Jenkin - December 17, 2020 at 07:50 AM

“

Deloris and family we are so sorry for your loss. It is a great loss to everyone who
knew him. I always enjoyed talking and joking around with Morris. He always had s
story to tell.He told me once he was writing a book. I hope to get to read it sometime.
I bet it would be a great read. This community will surely miss him and appreciate the
good he has contributed to this town and thee surrounding area. Thinking of you and
the family. God Bless, Dorothy and Curtis Baughn

Dorothy and Curtis Baughn - December 17, 2020 at 12:34 AM

“

Dorothy And Curtis Baughn lit a candle in memory of Morris F. Burger

Dorothy and Curtis Baughn - December 17, 2020 at 12:07 AM

“

Morris was such a good man and was a devoted member of our Missouri 4-H
Foundation Board. I enjoyed serving with him and getting to know him. He was so
proud of his business and the community he served. We will miss Morris and
remember him fondly.

Marla Tobin - December 16, 2020 at 10:16 PM

“

Our lives can be summarized in various stages of life. Our childhood is one of those
stages. Morris Burger was a large part of mine. His kindness and generosity towards
me in my youth will never be forgotten. From my youth he literally to this day has
helped me to remember to be gracious and kind. This California Icon will never be
forgotten. Thank you Morris for all you have done for your community and everyone
in it! My heart goes out to Dolores, Steven, Phillip, Sarah and his entire extended
family. Love all of you!

Kevin Sanders - December 16, 2020 at 09:42 PM

“
“

Thank you for those kind words Kevin.
Laura Burger - December 17, 2020 at 08:56 AM

So good to hear from you Kevin! What a wonderful time we had growing up together on
Rice Blvd. God bless you.
Burger - December 18, 2020 at 01:11 PM

“

I am very sad ,today I lost a long time brother-in-law,a golfing partner, a traveling
companion, and most of all a much loved friend. What I didn't lose were some great
memories. Morris and I could discuss politics, sports, thoughts on businesses and life
in general, and never argue only but agree to disagree.
What a wonderful and knowledgeable man to spend the day visiting and sharing our
ideas.
I can find other golfing partners but it's hard to replace friends like you.
I now repeat what you said to me the last time we spoke
Thank you for being my friend... Bless you Morris. Chuck Velazquez.

Charles Velazquez - December 16, 2020 at 07:23 PM

“

Thank you Chuck for your kind words. We know that even though you are far away in
miles, you are so very close to us in your thoughts and prayers. Love you and Glyndon!!!
Laura Burger - December 16, 2020 at 07:59 PM

“

So sorry for the family’s loss of Morris. He was the nicest man you’d ever know. Prayers for
to the family.
Barbara Meyer-Hanks - December 17, 2020 at 02:03 PM

“

What started out as something to help feed the family and doing something you
enjoy would expand to help the whole county and the families around the area.
Unknowing back then, you would help so many people and their lives. You will be
missed alot! Thank you Morris for everything you did and will do looking over us.
Richard Porter

Richard Porter - December 16, 2020 at 06:33 PM

“

So sorry - he will be missed.

Gloria Knipp - December 16, 2020 at 05:36 PM

“

Zacheriah Davenport lit a candle in memory of Morris F. Burger

Zacheriah Davenport - December 16, 2020 at 05:15 PM

“

It is with a heavy heart we heart we share our fond and loving memories of Morris
Burger. Many will remember him as a successful businessman and community
leader who transformed an industry and provided opportunities for generations of
Central Missouri families. We will remember him as a generous and humble man
who positively impacted everyone he touched. God Bless You, Morris.
Mark & Donna Schenewerk

Mark H Schenewerk - December 16, 2020 at 05:08 PM

“

Thank you Mark for those kind words. We know that you and Donna loved him very much.
We love you too!
Laura Burger - December 16, 2020 at 08:00 PM

“

To all the Burger Family and Employees,
I am so sorry to hear of Morris' passing. I do know he is in a better place watching
over us all. I loved visiting with him every chance I got and learned so much from him
about country hams, but also life in general. While God needs more Angels, we are
now short an industry giant that treated people as we all should!
God Bless and warm thoughts for a man I respected deeply
Benjy Mikel

Benjy Mikel - December 16, 2020 at 04:45 PM

“

sorry to hear this. Our thoughts and prayers are with you delorus. now he is in
heaven with mama and daddy and all the other relatives that have gone before us. I
sure miss my mama and daddy. And of course our son Bryan will always miss him.
he was so young to have had his life taken like this. 21 yrs old -such a waste of
human goodness.

Judy Gromowsky - December 16, 2020 at 02:56 PM

“

Morris will be missed by his family, his church and the entire community. I will miss
our talks about extended family and trying to figure out how we were all related.
R.I.P, Cuz!

Barbara Basinger Weis - December 16, 2020 at 02:39 PM

“

Morris was a very important member of the Missouri 4-H Family and Foundation. He
was a fine gentleman. I’ll be praying and celebrate his beautiful life.
Lupita Fabregas
Missouri 4-H State Leader

Maria G. Fabregas - December 16, 2020 at 02:32 PM

“

Sincerest of sympathy to the Burger Families and God Bless!! So many memories...
part of our Church Family, Morris gave me my diploma on stage, I was Christened
and graduated with Phillip, and wonderful friends! Prayers, hugs & love for all!

Deb McDaniel - December 16, 2020 at 02:28 PM

“

The positive impact Morris Burger had on me is priceless!
Proud to have had him as a friend! Deepest Sympathies to his family and our community
on the loss of Morris!
Marie Morrissey - December 16, 2020 at 03:01 PM

“

Morris will be greatly missed by the whole community. He was a wonderful Christian
gentleman. Prayers for his wife and family. God bless.

Bettie Dameron Saunders - December 16, 2020 at 12:02 PM

“

Morris was a beloved friend of mine through the MO 4-H Foundation. I will always
think fondly of the time we reviewed scholarship applications together and he pointed
out all the qualities he believed were signs of future success...and those that were
not. :) Morris made me smile every time I had the opportunity to be with him. My
heart breaks for all of you. I’ll be praying for you as you celebrate his beautiful life
and grieve such a huge loss. Missing Morris today and every day.

Kelli Jo Buettner - December 16, 2020 at 12:02 PM

“

You will be dearly missed my friend.

Latham Lewis - December 16, 2020 at 11:15 AM

“

Latham And Tracy Lewis lit a candle in memory of Morris F. Burger

Latham and Tracy Lewis - December 16, 2020 at 11:13 AM

“

Tammy Volkart lit a candle in memory of Morris F. Burger

Tammy Volkart - December 16, 2020 at 09:17 AM

