Mr. Jack Arnold "Coach" Gourd
January 14, 1935 - August 1, 2013

Jack Arnold "Coach" Gourd, 78, of California passed August 1, 2013. He was born in
Tahlequah, Oklahoma, January 14, 1935. He was the son of Kennifick and Galena
Cookson Rattlingourd, both of whom preceded him in death. He was also preceded in
death by one son, Gary Gourd.
Jack attended public school in Tahlequah, and enlisted in the U.S. Army upon high school
graduation. After completing basic training in Ft. Chaffee, Arkansas, he was stationed in
Wertheim, Germany and attained the rank of Sergeant. Following his discharge, Jack
returned to Oklahoma and graduated from Northeastern State College with undergraduate
and graduate degrees in education. He taught and coached in Burbank, Oklahoma and
Mt. Hope Kansas, before moving to California in 1971. He taught high school World
Geography, Psychology and German and coached football, basketball and track until his
retirement in 2002.
Jack was married to Carol Ayres Vaughan on June 10, 1978, who survives of the home.
He is survived by two children, Donna Gourd and Jack Arnold Gourd, Jr., of Tahlequah,
Oklahoma; three step-children: Janet Gerhart (Ron), California; David Vaughan (Connie)
and Danny Vaughan (Stephanie) of Jefferson City; one granddaughter Melissa Storer
(Daniel), one great grandson, Jase Storer and one great granddaughter Julia Ann Storer
all of Tahlequah; eight step grandchildren: Matthew, Ryan and Samantha Gerhart; Ashley
Edelbrock (Adam) and Kelsey Vaughan; Curtis, Lyndsey and Casi Vaughan.
Jack was an avid hunter, fisherman and golfer. In later years, he was a great fan of ESPN
and any other station that was broadcasting football. Naturally, he was a Sooner fan
through and through.

Tribute Wall
Windmill Ridge Funeral Service created a Tribute Video in memory of Mr. Jack
Arnold "Coach" Gourd

Windmill Ridge Funeral Service - June 13, 2017 at 02:22 PM

JT

"I remember when he would let me sleep in World Geography class because he
knew that I could answer any of his questions so I would get a question when
nobody else could answer the question. My favorite memory was half court
basketball shot during Freshman game ,when I had a open layup shot and I look
over and Coach Gourd was hiding his face in his towel which I had his hands
during all the basketball games that he coached."
John Terwilliger - August 22, 2013 at 12:00 AM

TR

"I pray that you have peace and comfort during your time of loss. We look forward
to a time when we can spend eternity with our precious loved ones. (Revelation
21:3, 4) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: Look! The tent of God
is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his peoples. And
God himself will be with them. 4And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes,
and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore.
The former things have passed away."
trecey - August 08, 2013 at 12:00 AM

DB

"Favorite Coach Gourd quotes... "Best method of birth control... One... thin...
dime... held tightly between the knees. ...DON'T LET IT SLIP!!!", and, "We're ALL
a little neurotic!!" Yeah... lots of FUN memories. My dad will miss him greatly
(coffee shop buddies). Will keep all the family in prayer."
Deena Birdsong - August 05, 2013 at 12:00 AM

RI

"Dear Carol, Janet and Family,
Please know I am so sorry to hear of the passing of Coach. I didn't go to HS at
CalMO, but still knew who he was! Dwell on the good memories and that and
strength from God will get you through. Hugs and prayers on your behalf,"
Rita - August 05, 2013 at 12:00 AM

PK

"Coach Goard....for anyone that knew him, when you hear his name it is sure to
bring a smile to your face. So many have a memory of Coach as I do and yes I
had my desk "WHACKED" more than once. My junior year, my sister Cindy and I
shared a class that Coach taught. Cindy thought it would be funny to hide his
stick...it was for a short time. Wonder what ever happened to the stick. To the
family of Coach Gourd, may all the wonderful memories and stories that have
been shared with you help you through the upcoming weeks...he was loved and
respected by so many."
Pam Ball Kliegel - August 04, 2013 at 12:00 AM

SC

"I remember one time in Geography class, somebody in the back of the
classroom must have been dozing off when all of a sudden "Whack". He
slammed that scarred up desk that that freaking rod he always had. What was so
funny, Trudy Cary was sitting in front of me and was not watching, as soon as hit
it the desk she about died of a heart attack. I was sure she had an accident. He
was such a great guy and a top notch teacher. I loved geography because he
made it fun and interesting to learn. God Bless you coach. I am sure you are
walking the sidelines in Heaven barking out at the defense."
Steve Casada - August 04, 2013 at 12:00 AM

RD

"So much fun to read these memories. I remember a story of him throwing ice
water on Richard Chambers who was mowing the grass in front of school from his
third story window! He was one in a million! My favorite teacher. Even if you
weren't sleeping when he hit that stick on the desk it scared the bejesus out of
you! Carol and family please take comfort in how much he was loved and the fact
that just the mention of Coach Gourd makes us all smile! With love and deepest
sympathy for your loss."
Rhonda Fulks Dormire - August 04, 2013 at 12:00 AM

TV

"My favorite Coach moment would have to be when he putted a golf ball with his
yard stick across the hall into
Mrs Ripples timed typing call . He says Volkart got run that thing she just pointed
just pointed her finger and I ducked my head scooped it up and mumbled thanks
came back to Coach and slugged him in the arm and said thanks a lot I got typing
in two hour and she ain't happy . He thought it was funny in his crazy chuckle .
Then there's always the coin on the hanger trick"
Tina Volkart - August 03, 2013 at 12:00 AM

SL

"Deepest sympathy Mrs. Gourd and family. I hope you find some comfort in
knowing that your loss is felt not only by the California Community, but by so
many, many CHS alumni. He had an ability to teach us, without us even realizing
it, some of lifes most important lessons. I consider myself very fortunate to have
known and to have been a student of one of CHS' legends."
Susan Latham - August 03, 2013 at 12:00 AM

GE

"To Carol and family, our deepest sympathy for your loss."
Gerry - August 03, 2013 at 12:00 AM

WA

"Our thoughts and prayers are with you, Carol, and the rest of your family. May
God keep his loving arms around all."
Wayne - August 03, 2013 at 12:00 AM

CB

"My favorite memory of Coach Gourd was in Driver's Ed. He told me he would put
"training wheels" on the car since I had never driven anything except a pedal car!
haha I used to babysit for him and loved his family. He will be greatly missed! To
his family -- I sincerely am sorry for your loss. Lean on God and know that He will
take care of your loved one. Prayers are with you at this time. From a former
student --"
Carol Dameron Bailey - August 03, 2013 at 12:00 AM

